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Elements of Effective Web Design
Class Introductions

- Who are you?

- What level of Web Designer are you,  Beginner or 
Experienced?

- What do you plan to do with this information?

"#$



Elements of Effective 
Web Design
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March 26 – Classroom Lecture

April 2 – Classroom/Workshop Lab

- Outline your web site

- Discuss draft web site

- If time discuss Search Engine Optimization
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Elements of Effective Web Design
Why You Need a Website
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Landing page must answer the viewer’s 

five most important questions (W4H):

- Who are you?

- What are you?

- How can I contact you?

Sites are viewed using a mobile device 80% of the time

Site must be easy to update

Day if not Hours

Material must never be out of date

Sale on September 3, 2018

Links must always work

- Where are you?

- When are you open?

www.alamowebwrite.com

Book References:

“Above the Fold”

Brian Miller

ISBN-13: 978-1-4403-3666-9

“Elements of Design”

Stephen Kosslyn

ISBN 0-7167-2362-X W4H

Elements of Effective Web Design
One Page Course Summary

Sites must be easy to read

http://www.alamowebwrite.com/
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Planning - Site Goal/Purpose, - Owner (Listening), - Viewer, - Where and How, What, - Key Search 
Words, - Site Address, - URL, - Home/Landing Page, - Navigation Bar, - Footer Information, 
Background

Search Engine Techniques

Bullet Proof, - Rigorous Testing, - Links

Ongoing  MaintenanceContracts & Agreements

Information Architecture

TestPlan Develop

W4H

Hosting

Content Color DepthText/BackgroundUsability Links Scale Images Animation Variability

Elements of Effective Web Design
Class Outline

How you display information is important
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Planning
- Site Goal/Purpose
- Owner (Listening)
- Viewer

-- Where and How
-- What
-- Key Search Words

- Site Address - URL
- Home/Landing Page

-- Navigation Bar
-- Footer Information
-- Background

Search Engine 
Techniques

Bullet Proof
- Rigorous Testing
- Links

Ongoing
Maintenance

Contracts &
Agreements

Information Architecture

Test

Plan Develop

W4H

Hosting

Content

Color

Depth

Text/Background
Usability

Links

Scale

Images
Animation

Variability

Elements of Effective Web Design
Class Outline
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Planning
- Site Goal/Purpose
- Owner (Listening)
- Viewer

-- Where and How
-- What
-- Key Search Words

- Site Address - URL
- Home/Landing Page

-- Navigation Bar
-- Footer Information
-- Background

Search Engine 
Techniques

Bullet Proof
- Rigorous Testing
- Links

Ongoing
Maintenance

Contracts &
Agreements

Information Architecture

Test

Plan Develop

W4H

Hosting

Content

Color

Depth

Text/Background
Usability

Links

Scale

Images

Animation

Variability

Elements of Effective Web Design
Class Outline



Effectiveness and Results are directly tied to your 
communication skills.     

Is one communication skill more important than the other?

11

German Coast Guard:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yR0lWICH3rY

W4H

Elements of Effective Web Design
Starts with Communication

Planning

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yR0lWICH3rY
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Elements of Effective Web Design
Listening
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Viewers Learn Differently
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The Viewer Determines Whether a 
Site is Designed Effectively or Not
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Selecting a Domain Name 
(Web Address ÐURL (Uniform Resource Locator)
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Domain Name Advice

• Use caution when selecting your web domain name (site address.)

• When you search for site domain names and check on pricing you 
run the risk of someone tracking your searches and buying the 
address that you want.

• I suggest having a few names in mind that are ranked ordered in 
priority and when ready to claim/purchase you simply go down your 
list. 

• Think about registering your web site name at the county court 
house as a DBA (Doing Business As) – about $25 for 5 years

W4H 19

Who determines whether a web design is effective or not?



Basic Web Site Design

W4H 20

Site Address and Site Layout

Menu Bar:  Displayed Name Home About Contact 

Home: Who, What, Where, When, and How can I contact You?

About: If the viewer gets to the “About” you have peaked their 
interest and achieved the goal of the Home Page.  Include additional 
information about you and your services.

Contact:  Contains additional contact details.  (If your phone and 
email address are only found on your contact page, your web site is 
not effective.)

Site Address: Discussed previously

Site Layout Example: Menu plus three pages:
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Home / Landing Page
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Elements of Effective Web Design
Starts with the Home/Landing Page

Start your Home/Landing Page with the Golden Rule in Mind:
Do onto others (design a web page) as you want others to do unto you.

22

Think of what makes the web site difficult for you to get the information you need.

- I just want to call them and I can not find their phone number.
- Southwest Airlines nitially they listed their number only as 1 (800) I FLY SWA.   
- There is too much information on the Home/Landing Page to find what I want.
- Everything is highlighted, resulting in nothing being highlighted.
- It loads very slowly.
- 404 Error, page not found.
- www.alamowebwrite.com

W4H

Design a Home/Landing page that is the web page that you 
would want to view.

Planning

http://www.alamowebwrite.com/
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No one right answer for design of background.

- Generally, if the majority of the information you are displaying is text, then a 
white background is most effective.
www.olmostower.com

- Generally, if the majority of the information you are displaying is images, then a 
black/dark background works best.
www.billfitzgibbons.com

However, the background can vary depending on the product and the marketing 
strategy.  For example, Vaseline uses a more complex background to help sell 
their product.
www.vaseline.com

W4H

Today’s increased bandwidth allows for  more complex backgrounds. 
Caution, the background must support the goal and purpose.

Planning Elements of Effective Web Design
Appearance--Background

http://www.olmostower.com/
http://www.billfitzgibbons.com/
http://www.vaseline.com/
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More detailed information on the above elements found in the book
“Above the Fold”

Brian Miller
ISBN-13: 978-1-4403-3666-9

Content
Color

Depth

Text/Background
Usability

Links

Scale

Images
Animation

Variability

Information Architecture

Elements of Effective Web Design
Information Architecture

Content
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Usability
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Text/Background

http://www.olmostower.com/
http://www.billfitzgibbons.com/
http://www.uxmovement.com/content/when-to-use-white-text-on-a-dark-background/
http://www.lifewire.com/contrasting-foreground-background-colors-4061363
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Giving the viewer a sense of being there there can be effective.

A textured background can give the viewer the sense 
that they are part of the location.

- Jarritos uses a stucco texture to give the user a Mexican 
theme feel. (located where?)
www.jarritos.com

- Big Bob’s Burgers uses a tin background header to give the 
viewer a rustic feel
www.bigbobsburgers.com

- Dock Space Gallery uses a background header to give the 
viewer a preview of the art on display
www.dockspacegallery.com

Color

Depth

Text/Background
Usability

Links

Scale

Images
Animation

Variability

Content
Elements of Effective Web Design

Text/Background

http://www.jarritos.com/
http://www.bigbobsburgers.com/
http://www.dockspacegallery.com/
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When you highlight everything, you highlight nothing

Too much highlighting is distracting.

Color

Depth

Text/Background
Usability

Links

Scale

Images
Animation

Variability
- Consistency is key; same text font and color for the 
same purpose

- Links
- Titles
- Information

Warning. The Surgeon General has 
determined that smoking could be 

hazardous to your health.

WARNING. THE SURGEON GENERAL HAS 
DETERMINED THAT SMOKING COULD BE 

HAZARDOUS TO YOUR HEALTH.

Content Elements of Effective Web Design
Text/Background
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Search Engine Optimization (SEO)
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Three ways the Viewer
most often finds a Site
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Landing page must answer the viewer’s 
five most important questions (W4H):

- Who are you?

- What are you?

- How can I contact you?

Sites are viewed using a mobile device 80% of the time

Site must be easy to update
Day if not Hours

Material must never be out of date
Sale on April 3, 2018Links must always work

- Where are you?

- When are you open?

www.alamowebwrite.com

Book References:

“Above the Fold”
Brian Miller
ISBN-13: 978-1-4403-3666-9

“Elements of Design”
Stephen Kosslyn
ISBN 0-7167-2362-X W4H

Elements of Effective Web Design
One Page Course Summary

http://www.alamowebwrite.com/
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https://www.olmostower.com/
https://www.alamowebwrite.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yR0lWICH3rY
https://www.searshomeservices.com/improve
https://www.lonestarartalliance.org/
https://www.billfitzgibbons.com/
http://www.vaseline.us/
https://www.alamocityautorepairandtires.com/
https://www.dockspacegallery.com/
https://jarritos.com/
http://uxmovement.com/content/when-to-use-white-text-on-a-dark-background/
https://www.lifewire.com/contrasting-foreground-background-colors-4061363
https://www.bigbobsburgers.com/
http://www.jccooks.com/
http://www.jccoock.weebly.com/
https://www.target.com/
https://www.apple.com/
https://www.famouscookies.com/
https://www.ticwatches.co.uk/
http://www.basilgloo.com/
https://dribbble.com/keckley
https://www.gehringerwines.ca/
http://www.playmapscube.com/
https://www.awwwards.com/websites/animation/
http://mambomambo.ca/
https://www.aiga.org/

